
City Council Introduction: Monday, July 12, 2004
Public Hearing: Monday, July 19, 2004, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 04R-___

FACTSHEET

TITLE:   PRELIMINARY PLAT NO. 02005,
CATHERLAND SUBDIVISION, requested by Greg
Wood on behalf of Robert and Howard Cather, for eight
industrial lots on approximately 18.64 acres, with
associated waiver requests, on property generally
located at North 70th Street and Fletcher Avenue. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Conditional approval.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 08/20/03, 09/03/03 and 09/17/03
Administrative Action: 09/17/03

RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval (8-0: 
Larson, Bills-Strand, Carlson, Krieser, Duvall, Marvin,
Taylor and Steward voting ‘yes’).  

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The applicant has requested the following waivers:
• Sidewalks on Cather Street;
• To allow sanitary sewer to run opposite street grade; and
• To allow sanitary sewer to drain from one basin to another.

2. The staff recommendation of conditional approval, including approval of all waiver requests, is based upon the
“Analysis” as set forth on p.7-8, concluding that, with conditions, the plat is in conformance with the zoning
ordinance, the land subdivision ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan. 

3. This application was continued for two meetings at the request of the applicant to resolve issues with Public
Works and Utilities.  

4. On September 17, 2003, the applicant agreed with all conditions of approval.  

5. There was no testimony in opposition.  

6. On September 17, 2003, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 8-0 to
recommend conditional approval, including approval of all waiver requests.  The conditions of approval are
found on p.8-10.

7. On September 18, 2003, a letter reflecting the action of the Planning Commission and the conditions of
approval was mailed to the applicant (p.2-5).

8. The Site Specific conditions of approval required to be completed prior to scheduling this application on the
City Council agenda have now been satisfied.  

9. (Note: This preliminary plat was in process at the time that the land subdivision ordinance was amended to
give the Planning Commission final approval authority on preliminary plats.  Due to the timing, this preliminary
plat was not advertised as final action by the Planning Commission, but rather as a recommendation to the
City Council).

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: July 1, 2004

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: July 1, 2004

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2004\PP.02005
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September 18, 2003

Greg Wood
7130 S. 29th Suite D
Lincoln, NE 68516

Re: Preliminary Plat No. 02005
CATHERLAND SUBDIVISION

Dear Mr. Wood:

At its regular meeting on Wednesday, September 17, 2003, the Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning
Commission granted approval to your preliminary plat, Catherland Subdivision, located in the
general vicinity of N. 70th St. and Fletcher Ave., subject to the following conditions:

Site Specific:

1. After the subdivider completes the following instructions and submits the documents and plans
and 6 copies to the Planning Department office, the preliminary plat will be scheduled on the
City Council's agenda:  (NOTE:  These documents and plans are required by ordinance or
design standards.)

1.1 Revise the preliminary plat to show:

1.1.1 Show a half-street, 30' in width, on the east boundary of Lot 5, Block 2 and
along Outlot “A” extending from Cather St. to the south boundary of the
subdivision.

1.1.2 Revise the site plan to provide frontage and access to a street for Outlot
A.

1.1.3 List all requested waivers on the site plan.

1.1.4 Change Cather Court to Cather Street.

1.1.5 Corrections required by Public Works and Utilities Department’s review.

1.1.6 Dimension the east & west lot line of Outlot A.

1.1.7 Substitute Emerald Queen Maple with Autumn Blaze Maple.

1.1.8 Identify the location, size and common name of all existing trees within
and adjacent the subdivision. Identify any trees that are to be removed.

1.1.9 Revise the Plant Schedule to show the common name, botanical name,
size, method of planting and quantity of each species.
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1.1.10 Remove the additional miscellaneous lines from Lots 1-3, Block 1.

1.1.11 The weight and line pattern for all of the lot lines must be the same.
Change the south lot lines on Lots 1-3, Block 1 and the north lot line  on
Lots 1-5, Block 2.

1.1.12 The line showing the perimeter of the subdivision must extend across
Cather St. 

1.2 Amend Special Permit #1421 to delete the area of this subdivision from the special
permit boundary.

2. The City Council approves associated request:

2.1 A waiver to the sidewalk on Cather Street.

2.2 A waiver to sanitary sewer running opposite street grades.

2.3 A waiver to sanitary sewer draining from one basin to another.

General:

3. Final Plats will be scheduled on the Planning Commission agenda after:

3.1 You have completed or posted a surety to guarantee the completion of the public
streets, private roadway improvements, sidewalks, sanitary sewer system, water
system, drainage facilities, land preparation and grading, sediment and erosions
control measures, storm water detention/retention facilities, drainageway
improvements, street lights, landscaping screens, street trees, temporary turnaround
and barricades, and street name signs.

3.2 The subdivider has signed an agreement that binds the subdivider, its successors and
assigns:

3.2.1 To submit to the Director of Public Works a plan showing proposed measures
to control sedimentation and erosion and the proposed method to temporarily
stabilize all graded land for approval.

3.2.2 To complete the private improvement shown on the preliminary plat.

3.2.3 To submit to the lot buyers a copy of the soil analysis.

3.2.4 To pay all improvement costs.

3.2.5 To comply with the Land Preparation and Grading requirements of the Land
Subdivision Ordinance.
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3.2.6 To maintain the outlot and private improvements on a permanent and
continuous basis. However, the subdivider may be relieved and discharged of
this maintenance obligation upon creating in writing a permanent and
continuous association of property owners who would be responsible for said
permanent and continuous maintenance.  The subdivider shall not be relieved
of such maintenance obligation until the document or documents creating said
property owners association have been reviewed and approved by the City
Attorney and filed of record with the Register of Deeds.

3.2.7 To relinquish the right of direct vehicular access from Lot 1, Block 1 and Lot 1,
Block 2 to N. 70th Street.

The findings of the Planning Commission will be submitted to the City Council for their review and
action.  You will be notified by letter if the Council does not concur with the conditions listed above.

You may appeal the findings of the Planning Commission to the City Council by filing a notice of
appeal with the City Clerk.  The appeal is to be filed within 14 days following the action by the
Planning Commission. You have authority to proceed with the plans and specifications for the
installation of the required improvements after the City Council has approved the preliminary plat. If
you choose to construct any or all of the required improvements prior to the City's approval and
acceptance of the final plat, please contact the Director of Public Works before proceeding with the
preparation of the engineering plans and specifications.  If the required minimum improvements are
not installed prior to the City Council approving and accepting any final plat, a bond or an approved
Agreement of Escrow of Security Fund is required.

The approved preliminary plat is effective for only ten (10) years from the date of the City Council's
approval.  If a final plat is submitted five (5) years or more after the effective date of the preliminary
plat, the City may require that a new preliminary plat be submitted.  A new preliminary plat may be
required if the subdivision ordinance or the design standards have been amended.

You should submit an ownership certificate indicating the record owner of the property included within
the boundaries of the final plat when submitting a final plat.

The Subdivision Ordinance requires that there be no liens of taxes against the land being final platted
and that all special assessment installment payments be current.  A form is available at the Planning
Dept. and on the Planning Dept. website that must be signed by the County 
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Treasurer verifying that there are no liens of taxes and verifying that the special assessment
installment payments are current.

Sincerely,

W. Cecil Steward, Chair
City-County Planning Commission

cc: Owner
Public Works - Dennis Bartels
LES
Alltel Communications Co.
Cablevision
Fire Department
Police Department
Health Department
Parks and Recreation
Urban Development
Lincoln Public Schools
County Engineers
City Clerk
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

for AUGUST 20, 2003 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.: Catherland Subdivision Preliminary Plat No.02005

PROPOSAL: To plat 8 industrial lots on approximately 18.64 acres

LOCATION: N. 70th & Fletcher Ave.

WAIVER REQUEST:

1. Sidewalks on Cather Street.
2. Sanitary sewer running opposite street grade.
3. Sanitary sewer to drain from one basin to another.

LAND AREA: 18.64 acres more or less

CONCLUSION: With conditions the preliminary plat is in conformance with the Zoning and Land
Subdivision Ordinances and the 2025 Comprehensive Plan. Public Works &
Utilities Department does not object to the requested waivers. 

RECOMMENDATION:  
Preliminary Plat #02005 Conditional Approval

Waivers
1. Sidewalks on Cather Street. Approval
2. Sanitary sewer running opposite street grade Approval
3. Sanitary sewer draining from one basin to another Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: See attached

EXISTING ZONING: I-1 Industrial

EXISTING LAND USE:  Undeveloped

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: I-1 Industrial
South: I-1 Industrial
East: AG Agriculture
West: I-1 Industrial
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:

The 2025 Comprehensive Plan shows this area as industrial. (F-23)

The Plan foresees the demand for nearly 2,400 acres of additional industry property over the planning period. The

expressed desire has been to seek locations for future industries on land outside of the 100 year floodplain– areas that
have traditionally been sites for such uses. (F-37)

 Commercial and industrial districts in Lancaster County shall be located:
• within the City of Lincoln or incorporated villages
• outside of saline wetlands, signature habitat areas, native prairie and floodplain areas (except for areas of
existing commercial and industrial zoning)
• where urban services and infrastructure are available or planned for in the near term
• in sites supported by adequate road capacity – commercial development should be linked to the
implementation of the transportation plan
• in areas compatible with existing or planned residential uses
• in areas accessible by various modes of transportation (i.e. automobile, transit and pedestrian)
• so that they enhance entryways or public way corridors, when developing adjacent to these corridors
• in a manner that supports the creation and maintenance of green space as indicated in the environmental
resources section of this Plan. (F-38)

HISTORY:  

Date when preliminary plat was submitted: March 6, 2002
Date when Planning Director’s letter was sent: April 1, 2002
Date when revised preliminary plat was submitted: July 11, 2003

February 1992 Special Permit #1421 to allow a asphalt manufacturing plant was
approved.

UTILITIES:  Water and sanitary sewer mains are located in N. 70th St. A 8" sanitary
sewer service and a 12" water main are proposed for this development.

TOPOGRAPHY: The site slopes from east to west.  

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: N. 70th St. is classified as a minor arterial. N. 70th St. is projected to be
improved to a 4 lane with center median section. This project is listed in
the 2025 Comprehensive Plan as a proposed project.

PUBLIC SERVICE:  Station 5, located at Touzalin Ave & Fremont St., is the nearest fire
station.

ANALYSIS:

1, The proposed subdivision is located within an area shown as industrial on the land use plan
and is in conformance with the 2025 Comprehensive Plan.
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2. The site has existing industrial uses to the north, south and west. Agriculture land is to the east.

3. Cather Street is 1300' long. The Land Subdivision Ordinance requires that block length not
exceed 1320'. Although the block length within this plat does not exceed 1320', a street would
be required immediately adjacent to this plat, placing the total cost of the street on the
developer to the east. Provisions must be made for a future street network to the south with
this plat. The Land Subdivision Ordinance allows half-streets at least 30' in width when streets
within the subdivision adjoin unsubdivided property.(Sec. 27.23.090) 

4. N. 70th Street is projected to be four lane with center median section. 

5. The area east of this plat is undeveloped. A north-south street extending south from this plat
is essential to future circulation and access to N. 70th St.

6. A future north-south street should be aligned with Amanda Rd. to the south. Amanda Rd.
currently dead ends at future Fletcher Ave.

7. This site is within the boundaries of Special Permit #1421 for a asphalt manufacturing plant.
Special Permit #1421 must be amended to delete the project area from the special permit.

8. The applicant has requested a waiver for sidewalks on Cather Street. Section 26.27.030 of
the Land Subdivision Ordinance states, “The sidewalk requirement may be modified or
waived in all or a part of a subdivision where all lots in the subdivision contain an area of one
or more acres.” All lots within this plat are larger than one acre.

9. Public Works and Utilities Department does not object to the waiver for sanitary sewer running
opposite street grade and sanitary sewer draining from one basin to another. 

 
CONDITIONS:

Site Specific:

1. After the subdivider completes the following instructions and submits the documents and plans
and 6 copies to the Planning Department office, the preliminary plat will be scheduled on the
City Council's agenda:  (NOTE:  These documents and plans are required by ordinance or
design standards.)

1.1 Revise the preliminary plat to show:

1.1.1 Show a half-street, 30' in width, on the east boundary of Lot 5, Block 2
and along Outlot “A” extending from Cather St. to the south boundary of
the subdivision.

1.1.2 Revise the site plan to provide frontage and access to a street for Outlot
A.
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1.1.3 List all requested waivers on the site plan.

1.1.4 Change Cather Court to Cather Street.

1.1.5 Corrections required by Public Works and Utilities Department’s review.

1.1.6 Dimension the east & west lot line of Outlot A.

1.1.7 Substitute Emerald Queen Maple with Autumn Blaze Maple.

1.1.8 Identify the location, size and common name of all existing trees within
and adjacent the subdivision. Identify any trees that are to be removed.

1.1.9 Revise the Plant Schedule to show the common name, botanical name,
size, method of planting and quantity of each species.

1.1.10 Remove the additional miscellaneous lines from Lots 1-3, Block 1.

1.1.11 The weight and line pattern for all of the lot lines must be the same.
Change the south lot lines on Lots 1-3, Block 1 and the north lot line  on
Lots 1-5, Block 2.

1.1.12 The line showing the perimeter of the subdivision must extend across
Cather St. 

1.2 Amend Special Permit #1421 to delete the area of this subdivision from the special
permit boundary.

2. The City Council approves associated request:

2.1 A waiver to the sidewalk on Cather Street.

2.2 A waiver to sanitary sewer running opposite street grades.

2.3 A waiver to sanitary sewer draining from one basin to another.

General:

3. Final Plats will be scheduled on the Planning Commission agenda after:

3.1 You have completed or posted a surety to guarantee the completion of the public
streets, private roadway improvements, sidewalks, sanitary sewer system, water
system, drainage facilities, land preparation and grading, sediment and erosions
control measures, storm water detention/retention facilities, drainageway
improvements, street lights, landscaping screens, street trees, temporary turnaround
and barricades, and street name signs.
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3.2 The subdivider has signed an agreement that binds the subdivider, its successors and
assigns:

3.2.1 To submit to the Director of Public Works a plan showing proposed measures
to control sedimentation and erosion and the proposed method to temporarily
stabilize all graded land for approval.

3.2.2 To complete the private improvement shown on the preliminary plat.

3.2.3 To submit to the lot buyers a copy of the soil analysis.

3.2.4 To pay all improvement costs.

3.2.5 To comply with the Land Preparation and Grading requirements of the Land
Subdivision Ordinance.

3.2.6 To maintain the outlot and private improvements on a permanent and
continuous basis. However, the subdivider may be relieved and discharged of
this maintenance obligation upon creating in writing a permanent and
continuous association of property owners who would be responsible for said
permanent and continuous maintenance.  The subdivider shall not be relieved
of such maintenance obligation until the document or documents creating said
property owners association have been reviewed and approved by the City
Attorney and filed of record with the Register of Deeds.

3.2.7 To relinquish the right of direct vehicular access from Lot 1, Block 1 and Lot 1,
Block 2 to N. 70th Street.

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner

DATE: August 1, 2003

APPLICANT: Robert & Howard Cather
6400 No. 70th St.
Lincoln, NE 68521
(402) 464-2113

OWNER: Robert J. Cather
P.O. Box 29199
Lincoln, NE 68529
(402) 464-2113

CONTACT: Greg Wood
7130 S. 29th Suite D
Lincoln, NE 68516
(402) 420-7217
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PRELIMINARY PLAT NO. 02005
CATHERLAND SUBDIVISION

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: August 20, 2003

Members present: Krieser, Larson, Duvall, Carlson, Bills-Strand, Taylor, Marvin, Steward and
Schwinn.

Staff recommendation: Conditional approval.

Ex Parte Communications: Larson reported that he had a conversation with the applicant but he was
unaware that there was an application pending until after their discussion.  

This application was removed from the Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing due to a
letter received from the applicant.  

Tom Cajka of Planning staff submitted a fax communication from the applicant requesting a two-week
deferral.  

Schwinn moved to defer, with continued public hearing and administrative action scheduled for
September 3, 2003, seconded by Bills-Strand and carried 9-0: Krieser, Larson, Duvall, Carlson, Bills-
Strand, Taylor, Marvin, Steward and Schwinn voting ‘yes’.  .

CONT’D PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: September 3, 2003

Members present: Bills-Strand, Carlson, Krieser, Duvall, Marvin, Taylor and Steward; Larson absent.

Staff recommendation: Conditional approval.

Ex Parte Communications: None.

Tom Cajka of Planning staff submitted a request from the applicant for an additional two-week
deferral in order to have a meeting with Public Works and Planning.

Taylor moved to defer for two weeks, with continued public hearing and administrative action
scheduled for September 17, 2003, seconded by Marvin and carried 7-0: Bills-Strand, Carlson,
Krieser, Duvall, Marvin, Taylor and Steward voting ‘yes’; Larson absent.

CONT’D PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: September 17, 2003

Members present: Larson, Bills-Strand, Carlson, Krieser, Duvall, Marvin, Taylor and Steward.  

Staff recommendation: Conditional approval.

Ex Parte Communications: None.  
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Proponents

1.  Greg Wood, 7130 So. 29th, engineer for the applicant and the developer, stated that the
developer agrees with the staff recommendation and conditions of approval.  

There was no other public testimony.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: September 17, 2003

Taylor moved to approve the staff recommendation of conditional approval, seconded by Bills-Strand
and carried 8-0: Larson, Bills-Strand, Carlson, Krieser, Duvall, Marvin, Taylor and Steward voting
‘yes’.




















